PATRICK HENRY

loyalty of his men. Gunpowder stolen from stores at Williams-
burg lay aboard the English schooner, Magdalen. As time passed
and no move was made to restore the stolen powder, Patrick
Henry became furious. Summoning his troops, he marched oh
the Capitol with a view either to recover the stolen property or
else to seek reprisal on Crown property. As his troops marched
on, the magic of his name drew enthusiasts into the ranks until
the number of civilians following them had reached five thou-
sand.

And even the British yielded to the magic of his name. Lord
Dunmore, having received news of the oncoming horde, dis-
patched a messenger with money in payment of the gunpowder.
Patrick Henry halted his troops and accepted the payment amidst
triumphant shouts. "All the tyrants fear him, all the free men
adore him!" A leader in action as well as in speech.

VI

THE DAY for action had arrived, and Patrick Henry rose valiantly
to greet the dawn. At Williamsburg he placed himself and his
troops in readiness, eager for the fray. But disappointment
awaited him. Power to act was given to his next in command.
One affront following another, he came to realize that his su-
periors had rejected him as a soldier. With good grace he re-
signed.

His officers bade him farewell in a touching address: "Your
withdrawing yourself from the service fills us with the most
poignant sorrow, as it at once deprives us of our father and
general . . . May your merit shine as conspicuous to the world
in general as it hath done to us."

And Patrick Henry replied to his officers in kind: "I leave
.the service, but I leave my heart with you. May God bless you
and make you the glorious instruments of saving our country."

Not so calmly, however, did the rank and file accept his dis-
missal. They threatened mutiny. But he managed to quiet them*